























THE REFORMER 


AND CHRISTIAN. 





= 





Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiad, v. 1. 
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[From the Long Island Inquirer. ] 


THE NATURAL AND MORAL 
FACULTIES OF MAN. 

** For the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him 
who hath subjected the same in hope.” — 
Rom. viii. 20. 

It is by no means my intention to go 
into a metaphysical discussion of this 
subject, but only to offer some general 
remarks. 

Every one will perceive, at once, 
that the natural faculties or senses of 
man are all limited. The senses of 
hearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, and 
smelling, however free to act, are all 
limited within a certain sphere. Sound, 
which does not come in contact with 
the organ of hearing, can no more be 
heard by us, than by persons totally 
deaf. So with the organ of sight; we 
see only those objects which we term 
in sight; and these remarks will apply 
to every other natural sense. These 
propositions are all self-evident, and 
therefore require no proof. 

Now if we consider the moral facul- 
ties of man, however free we may sup- 
pose them to be, they are no more free 
than the natural faculties, and are as 
much limited. 

The faculties of loving or hating, 
believing or disbelieving, choosing or 
refusing, however free, are all limited 
by the very nature of things. We have 
no more power to love that which does 
not appear to us lovely, than we have 
to hear that which is not within hear- 
ing, or to see that which is out of sight. 
Just so with believing or disbelieving, 
choosing or refusing. We can no more 
believe without evidence, or disbelieve 
when the evidence bas come to our 


understanding, than we can see an ob- 
Vor. XIII. 3 











ject when it does not exist, or prevent 
seeing one when it passes immediately 
before our eyes. However free we 
are in all our volitions of choosing and 
refusing, yet we have no more power 
to choose a minor object in preference 
to a major, or refuse a major object 
rather than a minor, when each are 
left equally to our choice, than we can 
taste aloes like honey, or smell the 
most disagreeable odour with the same 
pleasure as the fragrant rose. I ad- 
mit that the nearer objects approxi- 
mate to each other in likeness or value, 
the difference in their choice will be 
proportionably less: but they must be 
exactly alike in order to be rendered 
perfectly indifferent. And as Jong as 
there is a choice, although it may take 
but little to alter it, yet without that 
little, the choice is as certain to be fol- 
lowed as though the difference were 
ever so great. For if the difference 
were ever so great, the choice could 
be no more than certain to be follow- 
ed; and if it be ever so little, it will be 
certainly followed, unless something be 
flung in to turn the scale; in which 
case it would not be followed, though 
the difference should have been ever 
so great. 

These observations show that our 
actions are as much limited in a moral 
sense as they are in a natural; and if 
limited in themselves, they must be 
limited in their consequences, so far as 
they depend at all on us as their natu- 
ral or moral causes. 

Of these facts there could not remain 
even the shadow of a doubt, were there 
no scripture to support them; but I 
shall be able to show that this doctrine 
is as scriptural as it is reasonable. “ It 
is not in man that walketh td direct his 
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steps.” “ A man’s heart deviseth his 
. > - > 
way, but the Lord directeth his steps. 
Now we know that, in a certain 
limited sense, a man does direct his 
steps; and he. can be said to do this 
with as much propriety as he can be 
said to do any thing, or that he is a 
moral accountable being. But yet 
there must be a sense in which he does 
not direct his steps, and this is the only 
sense in which the above passages can 
be considered true. Now in what sense 
can this be? Unless it be in relation 
to those consequences which are en- 
tirely hidden from man, and therefore 
he has no design about them, I am un- 
able to tell in what sense it can be.— 
The Lord so directed the steps of Jo- 
seph’s brethren, that by their means 
Joseph became lord of Egypt, where- 
by much people were kept alive. ‘This 
was what those wicked brethren by no 
means devised. @gBhus their wicked 
hearts devised their way, but the Lord 
directed their steps. 





STATE OF THINGS IN 1833. 


A paper has been commenced in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, entitled ** The Peaceful Re- 
volutionist.”” The following extract will 
serve to show the views of the editor. 


‘The present state of society, whe- || be understood and enjoyed in society, 


ther we look at home or abroad, is that | 


of general agitation and confusion. 

** Confidence in Legislators is rapid- 
ly diminishing. 

*« Every government in the civilized 
world is tottering: and society like a 
ship in a dark tempest is torn and toss- 
ed by contending elements—the power 
of men at tle helm sinks into the weak- 
ness of babes—our shattered fabric is 
no longer manageable, and we are evi- 
dently drifting towards some unknown 
destination. 

“From one end of society to the 
other we hear the clash of revolution, 
and the watchword is Liberty! Liberty! 
Liberty! There is a chord in every 
human breast that vibrates with the 
sacred sound, but alas! only with the 
sound. 


“Where is liberty in practice?— 





Where is it understood? Where does 
any organization of society permit its 
existence? 

** Revolution has succeeded revoly- 
tion; change succeeded change; age 
has succeeded age in struggles for 
Liberty. Liberty! has been the battle 
cry, and Liberty! the last sound that 
hung upon the dying martyr’s lips— 
yet, liberty still is but a sound. 

‘It refers to no condition in ciyili- 
zed life; it has no archetype in society; 
but like sweet music in the death of 
night, it bursts upon the ear, and en- 
chants the soul only to die away, leay- 
ing us nothing but the memory of a 
départed sound. 

‘* But, Liberty is the vital principle 
of human happiness, and human nature 
seeks its level; and society can never 
know peace until its members know 
Liberty. 

‘+ But it can never be realised under 
any organization of society now known 
to us—nor can it be attained upon any 
of the principles upon which society is 
now acting. 

‘Whether the theories of society 
are ever to be put in practice—whe- 
ther justice is ever to take up its abode 
among us—whether Liberty is ever to 


are questions which yet remain to be 
determined.”’ 


Remarks on the foregoing. 
The only government that can es- 
tablish liberty on a true basis, and ren- 
der mankind happy, is that of the stone 
mentioned in Daniel, cut out without 
hands. This government will ere long 
begin, and will break in pieces and 
consume all other kingdoms, and stand 
forever. The turmoils and.commotions 
that are now beginning in the world, 
will prepare the way for that divine 
government: which will be without any 
imperfection, and extend ever 
whole earth. 


[From the Millennial Berkinger:} 








The year One Thousand Eight 
dred and Thirty-three has arrived. The 
world is in travail; a new age is soon 
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to be born; and the great regeneration 
is at hand. The parchments, the 
leagues and covenants that bind the 
nations in their social and unsocial 
compacts, are moth-eaten. ‘The foun- 
dations of the political mountains and 
hills are crumbling down to dust; and 
the imbecilities of all human policies 
to give to man the knowledge of his 
rights and the enjoyment of them, are 
becoming manifest to all. 
expectation, an eager longing for some 
great change, the sure prelude of a 
mighty system of revolutions, is mark- 
ed in the pensive countenances of all 
who think and believe that the Lord 
Almighty reigns. Expectation is on 
tiptoe, stretching forward into the mys- 
terious future, ready to hail with accla- 
mation the harbinger of better times. 
Jew and Gentile now unite in the 
anxious anticipation of a great deliver- 
er, whose right to rule the nations none 
dare dispute. 

Our little party jealousies and strifes, 
our ecclesiastical bickerings and feuds, 
are all arguments of irresistible demon- 
stration that the Christian profession 
has, in the long dark night of error, 


mistook its way, and been jostled off 


the foundation of God. 


[From the same. ] 

“ The Lord will rebuke many people.”’ 

One thing is becoming most evident 
to all the students of God’s government 
over men, that the time is at hand when 
the Lord will rebuke many people, and 
destroy the policies which are now de- 
stroying the earth. We begin to doubt 
the permanency of our own political 
institutions; and men are now proving 
that no parchments, constitutions, or 


forms of government can throw effi- || 


cient barriers in the way of the cupidi- 
ty, ambition, and pride of man. These 
are more puissant agents than all the 
constitutions and laws of our confede- 
rated states. Politicians stand aghast; 
but the students of the Bible know that 
the atheism, infidelity, and mammon- 
ism, which inwardly work in all the 
governments of the Old World and the 


A solemn. 








New, must consign them all to perdi- 
tion. 

The hierarchies of state and church 
are equally obnoxious to the curse, be- 
cause equally hostile to the supremacy 
of the Lord Jesus, and equally opposed 
to the true interests and dignity of man. 
Not, indeed, that there are no govern- 
ments, ecclesiastical and political, 
which guarantee certain rights, and 
extend to man safety and protection in 
some matters, and to a certain extent; 
but not a government on earth that 
gives that honor to man which belongs 
to him as man; and none that places 
character above circumstances, which 
is just the reverse of every principle 
avowed and inculcated by the present 
Governor of the Universe, while he 
made his abode in this unfriendly 
world. 

Ile will, therefore, overturn all the 
kingdoms of this world—all authorities 
and powers on earth, called by what- 
ever name, which in anywise contra- 
vene the justice, peace, and good will 
among men which he always inculea- 
ted, and which he has made the para- 
mount law in the constitution of human 
society. 

So long as the sword is made the 
arbiter of righteousness, and ultimate 
appeal in national controversies, it is a 
clear proof that the nations are not re- 
buked—that they have not learned the 
principles of government which heaven 
will patronize: for when the Lord shall 
have rebuked the nations, “they will 
beat their swords into pruning hooks, 
and Jearn war no more.” 





THE LORD’S DEALINGS WITH 
MEN. 

It is a declaration of scripture that 
judgment must begin at the house of 
God,” or in other words, when the 
Lord is about to afflict and punish a 
nation, afflictions and sufferings are 
first experienced by the better and 
more righteous part of the community. 
In Ezekiel ix. 1-7, where the Lord 
orders the destroyer to slay both old 
and young in the city, he said “ Begin 
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at my sanctuary.’ Says a Jewish wri- 
ter, «God never punishes the world 
but because of the wicked; but he al- 
ways begins with the righteous first.” 

In accordance with these sentiments, 
Christ foretold, that previous to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and the calami- 
ties of the Jewish nation, his own fol- 
lowers would have to endure great tri- 
als and sufferings. Said the Saviour 
to his disciples—* But before all these, 
they shall lay their hands on you, and 
persecute you, delixering you up to the 
synagogues, and into prisons, being 
brought before kings and rulers for my 
name's sake. And ye shall be betrayed 
both by parents,.and brethren, and 
kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you 
shall they cause to be put to death.— 
‘They shail put you out of the syna- 
gogues: yea, the time cometh, that| 
whosoever killetlh you, [as in the case | 
of Stephen] will think that he doeth 
God service. These things will they 
do unto you, because they have not 
known the Father nor me. And ve 
shall be hated of all men for my name’s 
sake: but he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.”’ 

All these things came to pass before 
the destruction of Jerusalem. Witness 
the account given by Saul of Tarsus of 
his own persecution of the christians: 
** Many of the saints did I shut up in 
prison, having received authority from 
the chief priests; and when they were 
put to death I gave my voice against 
them. And [ punished them oft in 
every synagogue, and compelled them 
to blaspheme [or renounce Christ; ] and 
being exceedingly mad against them, 
[ persecuted them even unto strange 
cities.” But agreeably to the words 
of Christ, those who endured to the 
end, and believed in the predictions of 
Christ concerning Jerusalem, were all 
saved from the calamities and destruc- 
tion which came upon that devoted 
city. For, on seeing the approach of 
the Roman armies, and remembering 
the warning of Christ, they withdrew 
from the city, and retired into the do- 
minions of king Agrippa, who was an 
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ally of the Romans, where they were 
in safety; and it is said that not a sin- 
gle christian perished in the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. 

A judicious writer observes: * It was 
a Jewish maxim that, when God was 
about to pour down some general judg- 
ment, he began with afflicting his own 


people, in order to correct and amend 


them; that they might be prepared for 
the overflowing scourge.’’ And so we 
find it declared in prophecy, that on the 
coming of those great calamities and 
miseries that are shortly to overspread 
the earth, the cup of trembling, and of 
suffering, will first be drank. by the 
people of God, under the spiritual 
name of ** Jerusalem.’’ The prophet 
Isaiah, chap. li. in speaking of these 
events, thus addresses the Lord’s suf- 
fering people in the afflicted and deso- 
late condition to which they will then 
be reduced:— 

‘Awake, awake, stand up, O Jeru- 
salem, which hath drunk at the hand 
of the Lord the cup of his fury; thou 
hast drunken the dregs of the cup of 
trembling, and wrung them out. There 
is none to guide her among all the sons 
whom she hath brought forth; neither 
is there any that taketh her by the hand 
of all the sons that she hath brought 
up. These two things are come unto 
thee; who shall be sorry for thee? de- 
solation, and destruction: by whom 
shall | comfort thee? Thy sons have 
fainted, they lie at the head of all the 
streets, as a wild bull in a net: they 
are full of the fury of the Lord, the 
rebuke of thy God.* ‘Therefore, hear 





* A writer on this place, observes: “The 
image of the cup of God’s wrath, often em- 
ployed by the sacred writers, is no where 
used with greater force than in this pas- 
sage of Isaiah. Jerusalem is represented 
in person as staggering under the effects 
of it, destitute of that assistance which she 
might expect from her children; not one 
of them being able to support or to 
her. They, abject and amazed, lie at we 
head of every street, overwhelmed with 
the greatness of their distress; like the 
oryx entangled in a net, in vain struggling 
to rend it, and extricate himself.” 
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now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, 
but not with wine. Thus saith thy 
Lord the Lord, and thy God that plead- 
eth the cause of his people, Behold I 
have taken out of thine hand the cup 
of trembling, even the dregs of the cup 
of my fury: thou shalt no more drink 
it again: but I will put it into the hand 
of them that afflict thee; which have 
said to thy soul, Bow down, that we 
may go over: and thou hast laid thy 
body as the ground, and as the street, 
to them that went over.” 

This is the desolate, low, and fallen 
condition to which the people of God 
will be brought in the times that are 
approaching, and which will be expe- 





writer observes: “‘In this place are repre- 
sented the most desolating and stupen- 
dous judgments poured out upon the 
church, by reason of her forgetfulness of 
God, in which condition none of her chil- 
dren are at hand, or are able to lead, up- 
hold, or take care of her. Among all her 
sons none will be able to help themselves 
or others from the miseries and troubles 
which will come upon them: but they will 
lie fainting and dying in the most public 
manner: and continuing unhumbled and 
untamed, they will resemble the wild bull, 
when taken in the hunter’s toils, furiously 
struggling to extricate himself, and only 
entangling himself the more.” 


Such will be the nature of these latter 
day afflictions, and such the condition to 
which the people of God individually at 
first, and afterwards the whole visible 
church collectively, will be brought, in 
the calamities and miseries that are short- 
ly coming on the earth. It is the just re- 
buke of their God for their departure from 
him, and their troubles and miseries will 
be in the extreme, till at length wearied 
out by their sufferings, and losing all 
hope and confidence in themselves of be- 
ing able to liberate themselves from the 
troubles and miseries with which they are 
surrounded, they will submit themselves 
to the righteous rebukes of the Lord, ac- 
knowledge the justice of his dealings to- 
wards them, and the cup of trembling will 
then be taken out of their hand and put 
into the hand of those that have afflicted 
them. They will then be enabled to glo- 
rify and praise the Lord in the midst ef 
the most fiery trials and sufferings, and 
will call on others to do so also. See 
Isaiah xxiv. 15, and xxxiii. 14, 15. 








rienced by the better portion first, and 
by all before they terminate. Under 
these calamities and sufferings, as sig- 
nified by the word “ desolation,” they 
will for a time be left destitute of all 
help, comfort, or support, and like an 
ox entangled in a net, they will strug- 
gle to extricate themselves from their 
distressing condition, but by every ef- 
fort they make, they will only entangle 
themselves the more, and render their 
situation more perilous and distressing, 
till all hope in themselves departs, all 
human help is given up, and they are 
brought to look for deliverance only 
unto God. In this extremity of snffer- 
ing and of misery, the Lord will take 
the “cup of trembling” out of their 
hand, and théy will be prepared to 
praise the Lord for their deliverance, 
and glorify his name, and rejoice in the 
midst of all the fiery trials with which 
they are surrounded; as thus expressed 
by the prophet Isaiah, chapter xxiv. 
14, 15. ** They shall lift up their voice, 
they shall sing for the majesty of the 
Lord, they shall ery aloud from’ the 
sea. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord 
in the fires, even the name of the Lord 
God of Israel in the isles of the sea;:”’ 
or, as it is said to read in the original, 
‘in the distant coasts of the sea.” It 
is then added, “ From the uttermost 
parts of the earth have we heard songs, 
even glory to the righteous.” Again, 
xxxiii. 14,°15, ** Who among us’ shall 
dwel! with devouring fire? [or the most 
consuming calamities and miseries. 
Who among us shall dwell with ever- 
lasting burnings? [or remain’ unhort 
and unharmed amidst the most de: 
structive trials and afflictions.} | He 
that walketh righteously, and speaketh 
uprightly; he that despiseth the gain 
of oppressions, that shaketh his hands 
from holding of bribes, that stoppeth 
his ears from hearing of blood, [or to 
the proposals of bloodshed,} and shut- 
teth his eyes from seeing evil; be shall 
dwell on high: his place of defence 
shall be the munitions of rocks: bread 
shall be given him; his waters shall 
sure.”’ | 
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What will first take place in regard 
to individuals and communities, will 
afterwards take place with nations, be- 
ginning with this nation, and extending 
to every nation in Europe. The same 
kind of dealings or dispensations will 
pass upon all in these last calamities 
and afflictions upon men, preparatory 
to the establishment of Christ’s king- 
dom on the earth. And the time has 
arrived when these dispensations of af- 
fliction and misery are about to begin, 
and no art, prudence, or wisdom of 
man can hinder them from coming on 
this, and on every country of Europe, 
within a few years. In this country 
these last correcting judgments will 
begin, and they will first terminate 
here by the introduction of a right 
state of things. ‘To quote the various 
prophecies in confirmation of this be- 
lief, would be tedious. They are nu- 
merous and conclusive; and the pro- 
gress of events which are near at hand, 
will soon convince the most sceptical 
of the truth of revelation and the cer- 
tain fulfilment of scripture prophecy. 
This whole union, indeed, before jong, 
will be one general scene of calamity 
and trouble. And who shall we blame 
for introducing it, seeing our sins de- 
serve it, and the Lord has foretold and 
ordered that it shal] take place, to sub- 
due us unto himself, and bring us into 
a better and more happy condition.— 
No power or wisdom of man can avert 
it, or arrest it in its progress; and it 





becomes every one to endeavor to be | 


prepared for the trials and calamities 
which await us, and feel no animosity 
or ill-will towards any, by reason of 
the blindness or infatuation to which 
they may be left in the strange pro- 
ceedings and actions which will be ma- 
nifested in introducing and continuing 
these calamities. 

We are well aware in what light 
such positive assertions respecting co- 
ming events will be viewed, and how 
little they will be heeded in general, 
and also of the blame and censure if 
they do not take place, that must be 
awarded to the person who makes 





| 


them: but from the clearness with 
which these calamitous times are seen, 
it would not be proper to express them 
in less positive terms. For a brief state- 
ment of what is to take place in this 
country, see Isaiah xxvii. There are 
many other places in prophecy where 
allusion is made to this country, not 
necessary to refer to at this time, all 
tending to show the confusion, demo- 
lition, and misery that will overspread 
this country, out of which, however, it 
will at length emerge, thoroughly cor. 
rected and purified, and be the first 
regenerated country in the universe. 
In Europe, also, the scenes of mi 
and trouble will soon begin, and they 
will not terminate there, except fora 
short time on the downfall of Babylon, 
till every earthly throne and kingdom 
of Europe are wholly overthrown, and 
the kingdom of peace and righteous- 
ness is established on their ruins. Their 
calamities also will be more destruc- 
tive in human life, and will last much 
longer than our own. No classes of 
men there will escape the general 
scourge. As has been often before 
repeated, liberal and infidel sentiments 
in those countries will first triumph 
over monarchial power and priestly 
ascendency. Liberals and infidels will 
in the next place, in a sudden and most 
awful and cruel manner, be destroyed 
by kings and priests combined. And 
not long afterwards, kings and worldly 
minded, vindictive, and persecuting 
priests, will be made instruments in 
destroying one another; and Christ 
alone, in his spiritual power and reigo, 
will rule and govern over men. 
that glorious and happy times are ap- 
proaching for those who can endure 
under the fiery trials and miseries.that 
will first come upon the earth. 
We know the disposition of men to 
have dates and times fixed when cet- 
tain events shall take place. But this 
is seldom given in prophecy. ‘The 
prophet Daniel was more favored in 
this respect than any other prophet, 
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and one passage in his prophecies in 
particular, is highly deserving of our 
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attention. In the viii. chapter of Da- 
niel is a prophecy extending from that 
time to a very distant period;—and 
the question is asked how long the vi- 
sion shall last in a way to affect and 
oppress true worshippers, and the de- 
solation of transgression, to give both 
the sanctuary and the host to be trod- 
den under foot. ‘The answer given in 
our copies of the Bible, is, ** Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days, 
{that is, years;] then shall the sanc- 
tuary be cleansed,”’ or in other words, 
every thing be adjusted and established 
on a right foundation. ‘The Septua- 
gint copy of the scriptures, which was 
used in our Saviour’s time, and from 
which Christ and the Apostles uni- 
formly quoted (and hence may be pre- 
sumed to be the most correct) reads, 
** Unto two thousand and four hundred 
days.”’ 'This vision was given to Daniel 
m 3447 from the creation. Reck- 
oning to the time of Christ 4000, and 
from that to the present time, leaves 
but fourteen years of the time unex- 
pired. Or if we allow the time when 
Christ came to be 4004, there will re- 
main only ten years to the termination 
of the period here spoken of in Daniel, 
when the ssnctuary is to be cleansed. 
Without a doubt we are now living 
under the fifth vial, and only two more 
vials are to be poured out before all 
will be finished, and the reign of righ- 
teousness commence. ‘The four first 
vials did not occupy a period of time 
much over five years each, and there- 
fore the important events which lie be- 
fore us, are near at hand. Under the 
next vial the Turkish empire will come 
to an end, and when that event shall 
take place, we may soon look for the 
tremendous scenes of the seventh vial, 
the treading of the great wine-press of 
slaughter and devastation, the entire 
downfall of the present order of things, 
and the establishment of truth and 
righteousness throughout the earth, 
when peace and tranquillity will reign, 
and wars and fightings be no more.— 
The seventh vial, in all probability, will 
occupy a much longer period of time 








than any of the other vials, as it fills up 
the wrath of God, or finishes his judg- 
ments upon the inhabitants of the 
world. 

Although in these latter calamities, 
judgment, as in all former times, will 
begin at the house of God, or come on 
the better sort of people first, yet more 
of them will be delivered and saved ist 
these last judgments and calamities, 
than at any other period of the Lord’s 
judgments upon the earth. But they 
will only just escape. And, in tie lan- 
cuage of the Apostle Peter, “If the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and sinner appear,” 
when these latter calamities reach un- 
to them? They will, indeed, be wholly 
cut off and destroyed, even all who do 
not, under these calamities, humble 
themselves, and with sincerity and true 
repentance, submit themselves unto the 
Lord: .and with them will also be de- 
stroyed all the corrupt systems, schemes 
and institutions of men. For at’ this 
time will be fulfilled that which was 
declared by the Apostle, Hebrews xii. 
26, 27, ** Yet once more I will shake 
not the earth only, but also heaven.— 
And this word, Yet once more, signi- 
fieth the removing of those things that 
are shaken, as of things that are made, 
that those things which cannot be sha- 
ken, may remain.” 

Christ, speaking of this same period, 
makes use of the following strong figu- 
rative language in reference to what 
will then take place among the king- 
doms of the world, and among map- 
kind in general—for he speaks of these 
events as taking place afier the Jews 
are led away captive into all nations, 
and when Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles he fulfilled. See Luke 
xxi. 24. “ And there shall be signs in 
the sun, [principal governments, ] andin 
the moon, [inferior governments, | and 
in the stars, [statesmen and great 
men,] and upon the earth, [or among 
mankind in general, ] distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring, [or the convulsed and agitated 
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kingdoms of the world, with their sub- 
jects, heaving and dashing against one 
another;] men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth: for 
the powers of heaven [or the whole 
world] shall be shaken. And then 
shall they see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud, with power and great glo- 
ry [or in other words, at this time of 
general convulsion, commotion and 
distress, great multitudes will become 
the true subjects of Christ’s Kingdom, 
and triumph and prevail over all hu- 





man governments, worldly principles, 
and corrupt institutions.] Christ adds, 
‘‘When these things begin to come to 
pass, [that is, when the convulsions, 
troubles and miseries already spoken 
of commence,] then look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption 
[from all the degeneracy, troubles and 
miseries which overspread the world] 
draweth nigh.” 

Such are the signs and tokens which 
Christ himself has given as an evi- 
dence that he is about to begin his 
reign over men, and that the kingdoms 
of this world are to become the King- 
doms of the Lord, and of his Christ; for it 
is declared that ‘*He ‘shall have domi- 
nion from sea to sea, and from the 
rivers unto the ends of the earth.”’ 





FULFILLING OF THE FIFTH 
VIAL. 


It would seem by the following ex- 
tracts from a late Circular letter of the 
Pope, that the troubles and miseries of 
the fifth vial are beginning to be very 
sensibly felt. The worst, however, is 
yet to come, and come it shortly will, 
when they will gnaw their tongues for 
pain—and then, after a time, the three 
evil spirits will go forth unto the kings 
of the earth, and of the whole world, 
to gather them to the battle of that 
great day, when infidelity and the li- 
beral principles now prevailing in Eu- 
rope, and which will hereafter much 
more prevail and establish themselves, 


will be put down with a most cruel ! 


——— 


vengeance—and not long afterwards, 
the authors of this destruction will also 
be destroyed by the hands of one ano- 
ther, and, agreeably to the sure word 
of prophecy, this last destruction will 
be one of the most awful and general 
destructions on the pages of history; 
for blood is represented as coming up 
unto the horse bridles, by the space of 
a thousand and six hundred furlongs, 
We proceed to the extracts, as copied 
from the ‘American Banner.” 
From a late Circular of the Pope.—(Trans. 
lated from a French copy.) 

“We can say with truth that now is 
the hour of the power of darkness to 
silt the elect like wheat. Yes, the 
earth is in sorrow and perishes; itis 
infected by the corruption of its inhab- 
itants, because they have violated the 
laws, changed the ordinances of the 
Lord, broken his eternal alliance! 

“We speak to you, venerable breth- 
ren, of that which you yourselves see, 
and over which we lament together. 
It is the triumph of unrestrained wick- 
edness, impudent knowledge, and 
boundless license. Sacred things are 
despised, and the majesty of divine 
worship is descried, profaned, ridiculed 
by perverse men. ‘The holy doctrines 
are corrupted, errors of all kinds are 
boldly propagated. Neither the sa- 
cred laws, nor justice, nor the maxims, 
nor more venerable rules are safe from 
the attacks of the tongues of evil.— 
The chair of the blessed Peter in which 
we sit, and where Jesus Christ has laid 
the foundation of his church, is violent- 
ly shaken, and the bonds of unity are 
weakened andbroken every day. The 
divine authority of the church is attack- 
ed, its rites are destroyed; it is subject 
ed to earthly considerations, and re 
duced to a base servitude; it is given 
up by gross injustice to the hatred of 
the populace.—The obedience due to 
bishops is set aside, and their rights are 
trampled under foot. Our academies 
and gymnasia resound horribly with 
new and monstrous opinions, W 
not only sap the Catholic faith secret- 











ly and by subterfuges, but openly make 
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ublic and criminal war upon it; for 
when youth are corrupted by the max- 
ims and examples of their masters, 
the injury to religion becomes much 
greater, and the perversion of morals 
more entire. Thus when the res- 
traints of religion by which alone king- 
doms can subsist and authority be 
maintanied, are shaken off, we see the 
progress of the ruin of public order, 
the downfull of princes, the overturn- 
ing of all legitimate power. ‘Thismass 
of calamities results chiefly from the 
combination of those societies into 
which all that there is in the most cri- 
minal sects and heresies, of sacrilege, 
disgrace and blasphemy flows as into a 
sewer, with the mingling of all filth.— 
These evils, venerable brethren, and 
many others still more disgraceful, but 
which are too numerous to be repeat- 
ed here, and which you very well know, 
cause us to feel deep and bitter grief 
—us whom the zeal of the whole house 
of God ought particularly to consume, 
placed as we are, in the chair of the 
prince of the apostles.”’ 

After adverting to the importance of 
maintaining the connexion of the 
church with political government; the 
power of which, he says, is dreaded by 
the advocates of unbribed liberty, the 
Pope concludes thus: 

“But in order that all this may hap- 
pily take place, let us lift our eyes and 
hands to the holy virgin Mary, who 
alone has destroyed all heresies, and 
who is the object of our greatest con- 
fidence, or rather, who is all the foun- 
dation of our hope; since in the midst 
of our pressing wants of the flock of 
the Lord, she implores by her protec- 
tion a favorable issue to our efforts, 
our designs and our measures. We 
beg earnestly, and by humble appeals, 
both to Peter, prince of the apostles, 
and to Paul, his colleague in the apos- 
tleship, that you would by an unshaken 

rmness, prevent that any should lay 
any other foundation than that which 
God himself has laid. We have then 
this hope, that Jesus Christ, the autiior 





and finisher of our faith, will at length 





console us for the tribulations we have 
suffered on all sides; and we affection- 
ately impart to you, venerable breth- 
ren, and to the flocks committed to 
your charge, the apostolic benediction, 
the pledge of ‘Heavenly aid.” 

[An editor, in remarking on some parts 


of the Circular, the whole of which we 
have not yet seen, observes:] 


‘The Pope calls on the Bishops to 
assist him in keeping ‘the wild boar of 
the wood from wasting the vine, and 
the wolves from destroying the flock;’ 
and declares that their duty in that re- 
spect will be performed, if, in taking 
heed to themselves and to their doc- 
trines, they continually bear in mind 
that ‘the universal church is shaken by 
every novelty that prevails,’ and that 
according to St. Agathon, ‘nothi 
that has been decreed [by the church] 
should be retrenched, or changed, or 
added thereto; but that it is necessary 
to preserve the decrees pure, and ac- 
cording to their meaning and lan- 
guage.’ ‘To secure this, they are re- 
commended to inculcate with great 
zeal, ‘confidence and sincere venera- 
tion’ for the chair of St. Peter, re- 
membering the words of St. Cyprian, 
that ‘he falsely flatters himself that he 
is in the church: (of Christ) who aban- 
dons the chair of Peter on which the 
church is founded.’ They are warn- 
ed against countenancing the interfer- 
ence of any subordinate officers or 
members of the church in the preroga- 
tives of the chair, and are directed to 
teach the duty of implicit submission 
to all the ordinances promulged by the 
Pope.”’ 

[The article below will serve to show 
how little sympathy is felt for the Pope 
(under his present troubles) in the French 
empire, and how much more ready the 
people in that country are to blame than 


to commend him for his efforts to preserve 
‘the chair of St. Peter.”’} 


[From the New York Observer. ] 
Treatment of the Pope’s Circular Letter 


in France. 
The circular letter of the Pope was 
roughly treated by the editors of poli- 
tical papers in France. When it reach- 
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ed Paris, it was reviewed in respecta- 
ble journals, and censured in the most 
unsparing terms. In the capital of a 
country still calling itself Catholic, the 
most severe and even passionate in- 
vectives were issued from the press, 
against this document emanating from 
the Holy See. ‘The journalists charg- 
ed the Pontiff of Rome with being re- 
trogade, an enemy of learning, behind 
the ideas of the age, with ignorance 
of the spirit of the times, and with at- 
tempts to revive the exploded absurdi- 
ties of the middle age. What is very 
remarkable, is, that this warfare, so 
hostile and injurious to the head of the 
Catholic church, was received favora- 
bly by the mass of readers in France. 
The journalists were not complained 
of; on the contrary, they were approv- 
ed, which shows plainly that Catholic- 
ism can hardly reckon any longer upon 
devoted partisans in the middle or supe- 
rior class of the country. Under the 
reign of Louis XIV. if a writer had 
attacked the Pope, most of his readers 
would have been indignant, and the 
rash man would have been put in pri- 
son with the approbation of the nation; 
but at present any one may write 
against the Pope, and may ridicule his 
pretensions, as freely as the preten- 
sions of the Grand Lama, or the Mufti 
of Constantinople. 





THE PRESENT TIME. 


We are now living in a peculiar 
time, with indications of peculiar and 
strange events, that must be attend- 
ed with extraordinary and singular re- 
sults. As surprising as is the fact, it 
is no less true, that a belief in a Pro- 
vidence, and even in the existence of a 
God, is now by many rejected, or 
strongly questioned: and these senti- 
ments are rapidly on the increase in 
every part of the civilized world, and 
among all classes of men—threatening 
the demolition of priests, bigots and 
sectarians, with all their pernicious ef- 
fects upon society—as if the Lord saw 
good in commencing his|ast judgments 
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for correcting mankind, to allow one 
kind of evil to destroy another more 
obstinate and unyielding. It seems 
indeed as if a spirit of unbelief, like a 
deluge, is now going over the world, 
sweeping away and prostrating every 
one who is not established on the rock 
of an internal and supernatural eyj- 
dence in his own mind of the truth of 
revelation, and of the being and provi- 
dence of God. Divine and sacred thin 
are not only rejected, but scoffed at 
in a manner before unknown; confirm. 
ing the truth of the declaration made 
by the Apostle Peter, that there should 
come scoffers in the last days, and evi- 
dencing to us, that we are now living in 
those days. Numbers are falling, both 
on the right hand and on the left, as if 
borne down by a mighty stream, car- 
rying others in their train; and in the 
language of the Apostle, “let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall.” Weare told, and it is confirm- 
ed by experience, that ‘*it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps.” We 
may think we can stand, but without 
the protecting hand of an Almighty 
arm we must fall. There is but only 
one source to which we can lock for 
support, and that, if we look unto it 
aright, will never fail. 

We wish not to blame any forthesen- 
timents they may entertain, for mankind 
seem now to be left to a spirit of 
doubt and unbelief, to be fitted for the 
events which are approaching, and 
which will test and try every one’s 
foundation. Besides, it seems at pre- 
sent doubtful whether becoming a dis- 
believer in this day, makes people any 
worse:* for the faith of professing 





* Becoming an unbeliever cures some 
of sectarian bigotry and intolerance, and 
induces them to throw off the pageantry 
of a dead and useless worship, whereby '8 
saved the time spent in it, and its cost. 
But it remains to be seen how this disbe- 
lief will eventuate; and how the subjects 
of it, when they become possessed of pow- 
er (which ere long may be the case) W 
exercise their power. Nominal professors 
of christianity have shown what they 
would do when they had the power, and 














AND CHRISTIAN. 
mankind will be more disposed to ex- 





—— 
christians in general, at this time, is 
altogether worthless, and is only such 
a kind (excepting its object) as the 
Mahometans have in their prophet and 
the Alcoran—being destitute of that 
internal evidence which can alone pro- 
duce true, living and scriptural faith. 
The time has come when each one 
must see and know -for himself, and 
look unto Him from whom every good 
and perfect gift must come. For no 
one can impart faith to another, and 
the time will soon arrive in this coun- 
try and others, when without faith, we 
shall not know how to bear up under 
the troubles and miseries that will sur- 
round us. This would not be said 
without the fullest conviction of its 
truth, and it is wished that every one 
may seek to be prepared for the events 
which are approaching, and which no 
human power can avert. Nor ought 
we to be unwilling that these events 
should come, since they will be design- 
ed for, and will terminate in good, 
and seeing also that the present state 
of things will not be improved or be 
any better, but only become worse till 
these calamities and troubles do arrive. 
They will, however, be more painful 
and distressing than can now be well 
coaceived, but they will cease in a man- 
ner unexpected, and in such a way as 
to show to all that they are under the 
control of an Almighty arm. 


It may be proper to state, that these 
declarations are not made in a way of 
any new prophecy, but from prophe- 
cies long since delivered by the pro- 
phet Isaiah and others, and to which 
references may hereafter be given. 
But it is not expected that either the 
prophecies of scripture, or any decla- 
rations made from them, will at pre- 
sent receive much attention—not in- 
deed till they are in part fulfilled, when 
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have justly received the rebuke of those 
who reject christianity. And if those that 
reject christianity, exercise more tolerance 
and clemency in the possession of the same 
power, they will certainly deserve, and 
may justly claim the credit that will be- 
long to them. 
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amine the prophecies to know what 
may still remain unfulfilled. 





THE MILLENNIUM A NEW DIS- 
PENSATION. 


[We give the following extracts from an 
article in the last Millennial Harbinger, 
under the head of ‘ Signs of the Times,” 
in which is considered Christ’s second 
coming to establish his universal reign on 
the earth, with the relative events; written 
by S. M. M’Corxtz. } 

To the Reader.—1 have no party 
interest to promote—will never have. 
[ do firmly believe (from prophecy and 
“the signs of the times’’) the world to 
be approaching the most eventful pe- 
riod, the most important crisis, ever 
known since time began. The world, 
and especially the church, is to be a 
theatre of the most tremendous judg- 
ments. 

The following points we propose 
briefly to examine:— 

That no dispensation or government 
has ever been renovated after becom- 
ing corrupt. 

That the present dispensation, com- 
mitted to the Gentiles, has become cor- 
rupt—is to go into dissolution. 

That no dispensation has ever lasted 
more than two thousand years. 

That the Millennium, or Christ’s 
universal reign, is to be a new dispen- 
sation. 

Reader, avail yourself ofall that can 
he said on the subject. Nothing can 
be gained by disbelieving—much may 
be lost. Alarming prophecies concen- 
trate on the dissolution of the church, 
and not on nature. Some of the above 
points are almost self-evident, and need 
but few arguments. 

The Bible.—No other book comes 
with such claims of divine origin— with 
such claims on the obedience of man. 
Its precepts are mild, pure, and sim- 
ple—its reward is immortality. No 
circumstances in which a man can be 
placed, but it finds him, and is suited 
to his case. The Bible furnishes a 
history of the past, precepts for the 
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present, and a peep into futurity. In 
the past we may often read the history 
of the future. God has commonly 
kept thrown out a chain of predictions 
two or three thousand years before- 
hand relative to the destiny of church- 
es or dispensations, in order to keep 
men.on the look-out; yet, in spite of 
all these . things, the events find the 
bulk of mankind in an unprepared 
state. 

Men always fancy themselves in the 
most favored age—that the happy re- 
ligion, the favored dispensation in 
which they live, will be handed down 
from generation to generation, till the 
yery end of time. ‘This often pre- 
cludes investigation, and predictions 
relative to the close of dispensations 
are applied to times the most remote 
—to events the most distant. 

Prophecy will as certainly point us 
forward to an event, as the event will 
point back to the prediction. There 
can be no more certain application 
than there is ground for expectation. 
Prophecy was given out of good will 
to man. A Noah preached before the 
flood, a Jeremiah prophecied before 
the evil day, and Christ wept over a 
devoted Jerusalem, before it was swept 
with the besom of destruction. And 
the same God of mercy, justice, and 
truth, has left on record many predic- 
tions of the most alarming kind, which 
have had no accomplishment, and can 
have no direct allusion to the general 
judgment, or the close of time, but are 
unavoidably connected with the pre- 
sent Gentile church and its destinies, 

God has always saved a remnant—a 
faithful, obedient few, who tremble at 
his word. 

No dispensation has ever closed, 
but with a day of sore calamity; nor 
have general sore judgments ever fall- 
en, but for corruption. If they be 
threatened, or poured out, it is for one 
universal cause—incurable corruption. 

Another fact, no less notorious, is 
this: No dispensation, after becoming 
corrupt, has ever been restored to pri- 
mitive purity: and another fact, no 




































less alarming, and which should have 
a special bearing on the world at the 
present day, is, that no dispensation 
or moral administration, instituted by 
the Ruler of the universe upon earth, 
has ever been continued longer than 
about two thousand yeurs; nor is there 
one single text within the lids of the 
Bible, affording a sufficient warrant 
that the present dispensation, commit- 
ted to the Gentiles, is to last longer, or 
even that long. Nay, we believe the 
signs of approaching dissolution ap. 
pear. ‘The harbingers of this tremen.- 
dous crisis may be seen. The cry'is 
heard, “Behold the bridegroom comes! 
go you out to meet him.” 

Our design is to rouse to investiga- 
tion, to sound alarm. A most event- 
ful day is approaching the world; 
the world mostly asleep, priest and 
people. We purpose showing, from 
the ‘signs of the times,’ from prophe- 
cy, from reason and analogy, that the 
present moral administration,—the dis- 
pensation commitied to the Gentile 
church,—is drawing to a close—has 
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become corrupt—is never to be reno- 
-vated—is to go into dissolution—is to 
be swept with the “besam of destruc- 
tion’’—is to be rolled together like a 
useless scroll, with all its appendages, 
and laid aside, before the introduction 
of the Millennium, or Christ's univer- 
sal reign. 

The Millennium is to be a new dis- 
pensation, as different from the present 
as the present from the past: and | 
do affirm, regardless of contradiction, 
that all the alarming predictions in the 
Bible, standing unfulfilled, concentrate 
on the dissolution of the church, or the 
present dispensation. 

Having thus far premised, we will 
first briefly touch upon a few items of 


Church Corruption. 


All will acknowledge, at once, that 
the christianity of the world, taken at 
large, is much adulterated, fallen, 
shorn of its glory, compared with 
what it was in its primitive state; that 
it will not stand the test of the sacred 
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oracles. In the very face of reason, or 
the Bible—in full view of God’s former 
dealings with old corrupted dispensa- 
tions, the majority of the world will 
believe that God, in the plenitude of 
his mercy, will overlook human imper- 
fection, and accommodate himself to 
the corruption of the present dispensa- 
tion; or, as a sovereign, in his own 
time, and way, will renovate thechurch, 
and that she will then **come up out of 
the wilderness, leaning on her belov- 
ed,’ &c. This is hoped, this is be- 
lieved, rather than believe God’s word, 
or that he will resort to his usual me- 
thod of renovating corrupted dispen- 
sations. 

Let me ask those who are talking 
about regenerating christianity, desir- 
ing to restore the ancient order, 
upon what principles is it to be done? 
On moral? or on physical? Perhaps 
none will say on physical principles. 
If on moral principles, from whence is 
it to rise? Is there to be an increase 
of light and motive given? With the 
present ratio of light and motive, cor- 
ruption is gaining strength, and crime 
is on an alarming increase, in a dread- 
ful proportion to the increase of popu- 
lation. 

The christian world, at the present 
day, is dreaming about restorations, 
millenniums, &c. without examining 
on what ground they are to be brought 
about. Effects always correspond 
with a relative cause. <A cause will 
always produce an effect exactly in 
proportion to its strength, in the na- 
tural or moral world. Need we ar- 
gument to prove that there Is a mor- 
bid action in the system, when the 
symptoms of death appear in every 
feature? What a contrast between 
the present and primitive christianity! 
How rarely to be found the piety, the 
spirituality, that existed even twenty 
years.ago! Alas, what will twenty or 
thirty years more, of such declension, 
bring about! Just as soon may we 
expect a stream to rise above its foun- 
tain, as to expect crime to cease un- 
caused, error to lay down its hostility 
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to truth, or corruption to purify itself. 
Nothing but the physical hand of God, 
the last resort of heaven, will bring the 
world to see; aye, to feel. Nothing 
else will check the mighty tide of 
vice. 

The world is ripening for the sic- 
kle. I would ask, when is the church 
to rise in her renovated strength, deck 
herself the Bride, the Lamb’s wife; 
evangelize the world? What is she 
‘doing? What has she done?—Made 
a few hundred converts, in as many 
hundred years. In the heathen world 
there are probably more than an hun- 
dred thousand souls, twice told, born 
into the world, for one converted to 
christianity. This at once presents 
impossibility to any thing but blind in- 
fatuation; and such there are, who 
dream that the present anti-christian 
christianity is to evangelize the world, 
soften the stubborn Jew, win over the 
followers of Mahomet to a religion, 
for any thing they can see, no better 
than their own. 

[fave no wish to enter upon con- 
troverted ground; my object is to show 
the utter impossibility of evangelizing 
the world, under the present adminis- 
tration; because the world is growi 
worse: there is a dreadful increase of 
crime, in spite of human effort; and 
God (to speak with reverence) will be 
compelled to increase the present ratio 
of light and motive, convert the world 
by power, or resort to the scourge. 

I do admit there are partial revivals 
of vital piety,—short-lived, generally— 





some occasional vigorous pulsations 
about the heart, while the extremities 
are cold and stiff in death. ~ It is like 
the glow on the cheek of consumption; 
like a frenzied imagination, fancying 
itself hale and strong, on the verge of 
dissolution. At 

A prevalent missionary mania would 
convert the heathen,—while thousands 
are perishing from lack of knowledge 
athome! ‘This consumpted christiani- 
ty, with the most c means on 
earth, is trying to spread the holy reli- 
gion of Christ, begging its thousands 
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for the purpose of sending the gospel 
abroad, while at home it is rendered 
almost abortive by the unhallowed con- 
duct of its professors. Corruption. 
in either church or state, abounds in 
an exact ratio to the amount of filthy 
lucre within the power of the adminis- 
tration; and yet officers, in church or 
state, are in pursuit of this corrupting 
principle, as tireless as time and insati- 
able asthe grave. But I must take 
the subject more in detail, and exam- 
ine the various items; and at the head 
of the catalogue will set 
The Divisions in Christianity. 
Is Christ divided? Each division 
(and they are almost as numerous as 
the stones) claims the prerogative of 
being the most holy, the most ortho- 
dox, the most legitimate successors of 
apostolic purity. This may be con- 
troverted; but where is the party that 
does not fancy itself nearer right than 
any other—nearer perfection—that has 
not set up its standard of perfection, 
crying, “Lo! here is Christ!’’ **Come 
and joinus?”’ &c. This is the watch- 
word of all—the universal practice— 
“Go with us—we will do you good.” 
Who has not often heard such language 
—such arguments, by the recruiting 
officers in the church? Enlisting, en- 
rolling, marshalling, and training ac- 
cording to their various tactics, the 
different battalions of Christians, all in 
different uniform—all in array against 
the different mottos, banners, names, 
and interests of different Christians. 
Now, withouta miracle, could a dif- 
ferent state of things exist, than that 
which presents itself on the motley 
face of christendom? What else could 
be expected but broils, animosities, 
persecutions, wars, and blood? Who 
has not witnessed the broils of parties? 
Those factions which have rent and 
torn the body of Christ? Or is it the 
body of Christ that wars on itself? 
Can the members of Christ’s body war 
on the members of Christ? Or can 
a house divided against itself stand? 





Is he a member of Christ’s body, who! 





dare persecute, or defame, or indulce 
a bad spirit toward a brother for opi- 
nions—for enjoying hisinalienable right 
—that of thinking for himself? 

This thing of becoming God's vice. 
gerents—the executors of his ven- 
geance on heresy, has martyred Christ’s 
best followers, and drenched the world 
in blood. ‘This thing of going beyond 
the limits prescribed by the Master— 
of servants making laws for the Mas. 
ter’s house, has shed more blood of 
saints than all that was shed in ten 
bloody persecutions under Pagan 
Rome; and where the earth has “help. 
ed the woman’’—to wit, where civil 
authority has set a ‘*hitherto”’ to cleri- 
cal tyranny, “they smite with the 
tongue.”’ That unruly member is let 
loose with lawless slang, reputations 
are martyred, characters assailed, and 
odious epithets applied to spotless re- 
putation—for believing —aye, believing 
God’s word for themselves—a right 
which God allows to all—which he 
alone dare challenge. 

In the great day of accounts, the 
balance of the sanctuary by which men 
are to be weighed when entering ano- 
ther state of existence, is to have cha- . 
rity for a counterpoise. ‘1 was hun- 
gry, and you fed me; thirsty, and you 
gave me drink; naked, and, you cloth- © 
ed me; sick and in prison, and you 
visited me.’’ And “inasmuch as you 
have done it to one of the least of 
these, you have done it to me.” But 
men, before they can be admitted in- 
to the Sanctum Sanctorum on earth, 
are required to believe such and such 
articles of faith—just such as the found- 
ers of the faction or heads of depart- 
ment may please to prescribe. 

‘ Reader, is this corruption? or what 
other name in the English language 
will you find for it? And it is an 
indubitable evidence of corruption; 
aye, of rottenness at the core. If 
we are to test Christianity by the 
Bible—condemn where it condemns 
—acquit where it acquits—alas! how 
few will stand the scrutiny! how few 
be saved! how few when the Master 
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returns will hear the plaudit, ‘*Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord?” Alas! what a dif- 
ferent award is pending! what a sad rec- 
koning is soon to take place among the 
servants! 


We are told by the blind guides, the 
false teachers of the day, that the divisions 
in Christianity are on the decline—that 
churches are uniting. Now where is the 
solitary instance of two denominations be- 
coming one? They may enter into com- 
binations, treaties of peace, cease hostili- 
ties for a season: so do the nations till it 
is their interest to make war. You may 
tell me France and England are united,» 
because they are not at open war. The 
parties in religion are about as widely dif- 
ferent from each other as the different 
nations, and speak as different language. 
You might as well attempt to unite the 
nations of the world in one common league 
or language as the different sects. 


How will you unite churches where 
opinions and interest are at opposites? 
How will the churches ever be united on 
different bonds of union? Here is an im- 
possibility at once presented. Different 
bonds of union produce different interests: 
conflicting interests will produce hostili- 
ties while sun and moon endure. Now 
there are names, bonds of union, and dif- 
ferent interests to be laid aside before 
union. And coupled with these bonds, 
names, &c. are feelings and attachments 
which death can scarcely dissolve—sensi- 
bilities and interests as dear as immortali- 
ty—disgusts and antipathies which the 
“war of elements” will barely obliterate; 
and thousands among the different parties 
who would go to the stake for their name 
or creed. 


Reason opposed to tradition is as light 
as air. Traditions handed down time out 
of mind are rarely or neverchanged. De- 
monstration, not reason, has produced all 
the changes in religion for the better on 
earth. Demonstration first gave christian- 
ity success in its passage; and nothing 
else will give it success again among the 
heathen. Nor has christianity gained a 
handbreadth of territory since demonstra- 
tion has left its footsteps; and nothing 
else but this, or the vials of the wrath of 
Almighty God, will put a check to secta- 
rian madness—check the present tide of 
vice, 

To anunprejudiced observer, the whole 
system of the gospel must seem perverted, 
the whole duty of man mistaken. It is all 
poured forth in clamorous prayers, or in 
laced, starched pharisaic oblations 
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heaven, (cheap sacrifice!) instead of pa- 
tience, acts of kindness, forbearance, &c. 


The life most pleasing to God, is that 
which is spent in most usefulness to our 
fellow-creatures.\ A man cannot love his 
God, and hate his brother: he cannot ex- 
pect mercy, who shows none. 


Now, reader, will not the Bible con- 
demn nine-tenths of christendom, taken 
at large? How unlike the primitive reli- 
gion under the apostles, and their succes- 
sors for many ages? Is it the same, or is 
it a spurious religion, palming itself on the 
world under the christian garb. The re- 
ligion of Christ teaches humility, non-re- 
sistance, to turn the other cheek, to think 
others better than themselves, not to ren- 
der evil for evil, railing for railing. How 
unlike what we see! 


Amidst the endless division and intoler- 
ance in the christian world, there is one 
thing in which they all agree; and it is 
no less a proof of corruption than the for- 
mer. It is the means they resort to for the 
purpose of spreading the gospel. Their 
ceaseless levies on their subjects for filthy 
luere—the most corrupting principle on 
earth. And I do affirm it, re ess of 
contradiction, that governments, either 
civil or ecclesiastic, are corrupt in an ex- 
act proportion to the amount of filthy 
lucre required to propel the machinery. 
You will find churches corrupt in propor- 
tion to their wealth. This is most strictly 
applicable to the clergy. Did I wish to 
make them as corrupt as sin, I would give . 
them what money they would demand. 
Christ forbid the use of money in his ser- 
vice; but his professed ambassadors at the 
present time take all they can get, and 
receive it as a due! and call it supporting 
the gospel! This was the first cause of 
gospel corruption; and the gospel has 
been polluted in proportion as this forbid- 
den lucre has been enlisted “into its ser- 
vice. Christ, in commissioning his disci- 
ples, used every means to make them. be- 
lieve their help and dependence was from 
above.—At the present, one might be led 
to conclude that there was a re-commis- 
sion given—a new parr ley\ey author- 
izing the disciples now-a-days to compass 
sea and land for money—to pray, p , or 
beg for money—to receive from 
of penury and want, the widow and the 
fatherless, all that their credulity or devo- 
tion can possibly be induced to throw in- 
to the ‘treasury of the Lord!” Eventhe 
midnight earnings of the poor degraded 
Ethiopean have been thus extorted from 


him by tiene nore beeyes MS 
If blind infatuation can only be wrought 
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that th nds of souls are |j mystery ¢ God mentioned in the Revel 
beli thousands of sou : Pe } 
Sepeh dio ag their salvation on clerical || tion, and which is to take place in the 





labors and missionary exertions, and those 
labors*depend on the charity of God’s peo- 
ple; that souls must perish unless the gos- 


of the voice of the seventh angel, will differ 
as much from even the present dispensa. 
tion, as the gospel from the law. It will 
* be'ee —without money be con-|| leave the present dispensation far behind, 
tributed to the cause of God! That the |} and any recurrence to its outward u 

demand is from Heaven, and in the vame || for justification or acceptance will be as 








of Heaven the ly for a pittance of the |j fatal to a right state, as is a recurrence at 
bounties that God oe csatewea, and now || this time to the laws and usages of the 
a back; that what is given to}; Mosaic dispensation. For the time will 


God will be restored fourfold, and it will}| have passed by for their use and exercise 
be so much laid up in heaven. With|| on account of the unprofitableness there. 





these and the like arguments the credu- 
lous believe and bestow—the pampered 
be ‘receive and grow fat on the mer- 
chandize of the gospel. Forsooth, [ can- 
not tell which is the best trade; to pray 
souls out of purgatory for money, or beg 
it to prevent them going thither. I do 
not say that the missionary business began 
in palpable corruption. There may have 
been some infatuated devotees who were 
honest and zealous ony outstart. But 
culation, with its aw, soon con- 
Hamer the stream; and. will so do for- 
ever, when a sufficient bounty is offered 
-in gold. Will you offer honesty pecuniary 
reward for serving the Lord’? Could hu- 
man ingenuity devise a surer way to fill 
the pulpit with hypocrites and the church 
with corruption? Pay aman well for serv- 
ing his God, and you will soon make him 
aservant of the devil. This sly insidious 
foe that poisoned with its unhallowed 
touch the pure and holy religion of Christ, 
is to €vangelize the world! The princi- 
ple which adulterated, is, by the magic 
power of plenty, to transform itself into an 
angel of light, and carry the glad tidings 
of salvation round the globe! 

Alas! what a fatal disappointment is 
awaiting the world! What different scenes 
are soon to be transacted! how different 
from those in anticipation! how soon will 
we be roused from our dreams, from our 
slumbers, by the midnight cry, ‘Behold 
the bridegroom cometh!” The syren 
song of peace and safety will'’spon be ex- 
changed for the mighty crush of thrones, 
the rolling of the heavens together asa 
scroll, and the vials of the wrath of Al- 
mighty God, without mixture, poured out 
on corrupted christianity. Reader, these 
things are coming apace, at the very door, 
just as sure as there is truth in the Bible, 
and will as certainly be scoffed at by the 
peace-prophesying priests. 

REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING. 


' There remains oa . doubt but that the 
dispensation : nstituting th 
state of the ebbrctt, or mH 
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of, and by reason of their having no 
in comparison with the glory Geel 
lency of things in that more advanced 
dition into which the Lord will then b 
his people. Even going to meeting, hear. 
ing the word preached, and every other 
means of man now in use to promote reli- 
gion will cease; for God will be all in all, 
and teach and guide his people himself. 
Every one will then look unto the Lord, 
ana to him alone, for whatever he needs; 
and he will plainly see that looking to any 
thing else, or to any other source for faith, 
grace orsupport, will only hinder and pre- 
vent the benefits and blessings then tobe 
enjoyed and leave him far short of a right 
condition. — 
RECHABITES. 

Recent discoveries have brought to light 
the miraculous preservation and existence 
of this distinct and interesting people—*‘a 
plant which grew up uader the mighty 
cedar of Israel, but was destined to flou- 
rish when that proud tree was levelled to 
the earth.” ‘Thus saith the Lord of 
Hosts, the God of Israel, Jonadab the son 
of Rechab shall not want a man to 
before me forever.” Jer. 35, 19. The 
sons of Rechab, still exist a “distinct and 
easily distinguishable” people. They boast 
of their descent from Rechab, profess pure 
Judaism, andall know Hebrew. Yet they 
live in the neighborhood of Mecca, the 
chief seat of Mahometanism, and their 
number is stated to be sixty thousand. 
The account given of them by Benjamin 
of Tudela in the twelfth century, has very 
recently been confirmed by Mr. Wolf;and 
as he witnessed, and heard from an intre- 
pid Rechabite cavalier, there is not want 
ing a man to stand up as a son 
—-( Keith on the Evi 
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